
 
 

Montgomery County Law Enforcement Memorial Association 
Memorial Design Project  

 
 
The Project 
The Montgomery County Law Enforcement Memorial Association is a non-profit organization that 
represents a number of law enforcement agencies in southwest Ohio, including Dayton and nearby 
municipalities. Its mission is to help the families and coworkers of this county’s officers tragically killed or 
seriously injured in the line of duty.  
 
The Memorial Association’s long term goal is to build a permanent outdoor memorial in honor of those 
whose ultimate sacrifice helped keep their communities safe. Its plan calls for this to be a unique, awe 
inspiring work of art that will ensure these fallen heroes are never forgotten.  
 
To best achieve that goal the Association is holding a Juried Arts Competition, and seeking memorial 
design proposals from professional artists living in the U.S. within a 6-hour drive of Dayton, Ohio.  
 
Selection Process  
The artists’ submissions will be judged by the Memorial Association’s Juried Arts Committee, a panel of 
jurors comprised of arts professionals and Association board members. After reviewing all the submitted 
materials the Committee will select three semi-finalists. Those artists will then further develop their 
designs, which should reflect any revisions suggested by the Committee. They will then present their 
revised designs to the Committee, including a detailed project budget.  
  
Based on these enhanced designs the Juried Arts Committee will select a winner. The selected artist will 
work closely with the Committee to ensure the best possible outcome. The artist will forfeit ownership of 
the memorial to the Memorial Association, but will be assigned full credit for its intellectual property. 
 
Project Budget 
Each semi-finalist artist will receive a $1,500 stipend to further revise and produce their design and 
detailed project budget. The winning artist will be awarded a $150,000 commission to finalize, fabricate, 
transport and install the memorial. The Memorial Association will also provide that artist up to an 
additional $50,000 to cover the costs of landscaping needed to accommodate the memorial. The 
Association will directly cover the site surveying costs, as well as up to $25,000 of the costs associated 
with site preparation, and has set aside an endowment fund for the memorial's ongoing maintenance. 
 



Memorial Site  
The Memorial Association’s permanent memorial will be located at 601 W. Riverview Avenue in Dayton, 
Ohio. This 1.03-acre, gently sloping hillside site is adjacent to a historic neighborhood, just south of the 
Classical Revival Dayton Masonic Center, and near the Italianate Dayton Art Institute. It is bordered by 
Grafton Avenue on the north, Riverview Avenue on the east, an alleyway on the south, and its parking 
area on the west.  
 
This prominent site offers stunning vistas of the Great Miami River and the downtown skyline, and forms 
part of a dramatic panorama as seen from the Monument Avenue Bridge and I-75. The regional bikeway 
runs alongside the riverbank below it, and the regional park system is in the planning stages of creating a 
pedestrian-friendly waterfront park along both sides of the river west of downtown. 
 
Design Requirements 

● Create a poignant and inspirational year round visitor attraction that functions as a place for 
reflection  

● Incorporate the names, agencies, and end of watch dates for this county’s 40 fallen officers, with 
room for expansion 

● Incorporate the Memorial Association name and names of its top contributors  
● Include electronic access to information about each officer and the Memorial Association  
● Incorporate a reference to the Thin Blue Line 
● Integrate lighting for nighttime visitation  
● Provide seating for visitors  
● Include space for official ceremonies  
● Include appropriate landscaping 
● Ensure that design is durable and easy to maintain  

 
Selection Criteria 

● Artistic quality  
● Appropriateness  
● Artist experience  
● Budget  
● Maintenance cost 

 
Project Schedule  

● Deadline for submission of cover letter, resume, images of 
            past works, narrative description, and conceptual sketch December 1, 2020  

● Notification to three semi-finalists January 15, 2021  
● Presentations by three semi-finalists Early March, 2021 
● Notification to selected artist March 15, 2021  
● Deadline for completion of design May 15, 2021  
● Deadline for completion of installation October 1, 2021 

 
Submission Requirements  
Interested artists must submit the following, in the exact 1-5 order as indicated, combined together into a 
single .pdf file that does not exceed 20 MB, by December 1, 2020. 

1. Cover letter  
2. Current resume  



3. Images of at least 3 previously installed large scale works (including titles, dates, mediums and 
budgets) 

4. Narrative description of the proposed memorial (to include types of materials, basic dimensions, 
construction detail and process, and surface treatment) 

5. Conceptual sketch of the proposed memorial  
 
Submission Process  
Interested artists must submit their single .pdf file (not to exceed 20 MB) to mcmemorial.com/submissions 
by 5:00 p.m. EST on December 1, 2020. 
 
Questions regarding this Memorial Design Project should be emailed to Juried Arts Committee Secretary 
Steve King at sking8979@gmail.com.  
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